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2018 10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment and Documents  
 
 
 
PART ONE: ALL STUDENTS PICK ONE TEXT FROM THE LIST 
BELOW  
 
*Lexile reading levels for each book are included for your reference:  

1. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (HL590L) 
2. The Sky is Everywhere by Jandy Nelson (860L)  
3. Looking for Alaska by John Green (930L) 
4. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark 

Haddon (1180L)  
 
*Honors English students are to read this additional book (for a total 
of 2 books read over summer):  

•  The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (840L) 
 
Reading your summer texts every day for around 20-30 minutes per 
day will help you stay on track to finishing. You must choose a book 
you have not read before. 
 
 
 
PART TWO: IN-TEXT ANNOTATIONS AND HIGHLIGHTING  
 
Create annotations to help improve comprehension and highlight 
important quotes as you read. Please include annotation notes in the 
margins on character development and conflict from quotes you 
notice as you read. You may annotate either directly in the book, on 
post-it notes inserted in the book or typed in the margins of the e-
book version of your book.  
 
 
Please note that your grade is based on the consistency of your 
annotations as well as the quality of analysis. “Consistency” means 
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that you have highlighted and annotated regularly throughout the 
book all the way to the end. In a consistently annotated book, you 
have highlighted a meaningful quote approximately every other page, 
and briefly noted why you highlighted at least half of those times.  
 
The content of your annotations should focus on analysis rather than 
summary; in other words, avoid restating what the quote already says 
and instead write down what the quote shows about a character or 
theme.  
 
 
 
PART THREE: CREATIVE PROJECT 
 
You are required to complete a project to demonstrate your 
understanding of one of the texts you read over summer for English 
class. Please read over the choices below and choose a project that 
suits your strengths to show off your learning. Bring this completed 
project with you on the first day of school to receive credit. The 
Creative Project Assessment Rubric document is attached as a 
separate document as well for your reference.  
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Summer Reading Project Choices  
  

Please pick a project to demonstrate your understanding of one of the 
books you have read for summer. Bring this completed project with 
you on the first day of class.  

 
 

1.  Soundtrack: 
Create a soundtrack for the novel. Your soundtrack should be burned 
onto a CD or submitted as a Spotify playlist. You must have a 
minimum of 10 songs. For each song, include a typed explanation (at 
least 3 sentences) of how the song connects to the plot, character(s), 
or theme(s). Each song explanation must include a direct quote from 
the song lyrics and a description of how that quote is relevant to your 
book. Your soundtrack, of course, should be original; in other words, 
if a soundtrack for the book (or the movie) exists already, do NOT use 
it as your project. 
 
2. Alternate ending: 
Rewrite the ending. If you were unhappy with the way the book 
ended, this is your opportunity to change it. You will start with a 
specific line from the book, and continue writing from there, taking on 
the point of view of the narrator. (Do not explain how you would 
change the ending, but instead write it as if you are the author.) This 
option should be typed and at least 3-5 pages double-spaced in a 12 
point sized font. 
 
3. Sequel: 
Write a sequel to the novel. Predict what happens next and write a 
short story in the same style as the novel (for example, if your novel 
is written from a particular character’s point of view, write your story 
from that character’s point of view). Your story should be at least 3-5 
double-spaced pages in a 12 point sized font. 
 
4. Comic book: 
Create a comic book based on the novel you read. It should have an 
illustrated cover with the title and author and be comic book size (5 or 
more pages). Inside, retell the story with illustrations of the most 
important characters and elements of the plot. Include dialogue 
directly from the book. 
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5. Scrapbook: 
Create a scrapbook for one of the characters that reflects the 
important events that have occurred involving the character 
throughout the novel. You may include photos, postcards, letters, 
souvenirs—anything that might be found in a scrapbook. For each 
item, include a brief explanation (2 or more sentences) of how the 
item is significant to the character. 
 
6. Diary: 
Choose a character (NOT the narrator if the book is written in first 
person) and write that character’s diary. Think about how your 
character feels about the events of the novel, and describe that 
character’s response to the main events of the book and to the other 
characters. Your diary should have at least 6 half-page entries, 
covering the beginning, middle, and end of the novel. 
 
7. Scene: 
Film an important scene from the novel. Your video should be about 5 
minutes long. It should capture the mood of the scene, and it should 
portray the characters, plot, and setting as accurately as possible. 
 
8. Interview: 
Imagine that a character from your book is being interviewed about 
the events of the book, and create a script depicting this interview. 
The interviewer should ask questions about the times before and 
after the book takes place as well as questions about your character’s 
response to the main events of the book and to the other characters. 
Your interview should be typed and at least 3 pages double-spaced in 
a 12 point sized font. 
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Creative Project Assessment Rubric 

 
Criteria 0 

Unsatisfactory 
3 Beginning 4 Developing 5 Excellent 

Required 
Elements 

Many required 
elements 
are missing from 
the 
project (0-2 pts) 

Missing one or 
more of the 
required 
elements as 
stated in the 
instructions 

Includes most of 
the 
required elements 
as 
stated in the 
instructions, 
may be missing 
one 
minor element 
 

Goes over and 
above all 
the required 
elements 
stated in the 
instructions 

Creativity Shows little 
creativity, 
originality and/or 
effort in 
understanding the 
material 
(0-2 pts) 

A few original 
touches 
enhance the 
project to 
show some 
understanding 
of the material 

Thoughtfully and 
uniquely 
presented; 
clever at times in 
showing 
understanding 
of the material 
 

Exceptionally 
clever and 
unique in showing 
deep 
understanding 

Neatness, 
attractiveness 
& Grammar 

Distractingly messy 
or very 
poorly designed. 
Does not 
show pride in work. 
If 
written work, 
contains 
many grammatical 
or 
mechanical 
mistakes and 
does not appear to 
have 
been proofread. (0-
2 pts) 
 

Acceptably 
attractive but 
may be messy at 
times 
and/or show lack 
of 
organization, 
including 
several 
distracting 
grammatical or 
mechanical 
mistakes if the 
project is 
written work 

Attractive and 
neat in 
design and 
layout, 
including only a 
few 
grammatical or 
mechanical 
mistakes that 
are not distracting 
if the 
project is written 
work 

Exceptionally 
attractive 
and particularly 
neat in 
design and layout, 
including no 
grammatical 
or mechanical 
mistakes if 
the project is 
written 
work 

Understanding 
of Content 

Does not show an 
understanding of 
the text. 
Misses plot points 
and has 
quite a few 
misinterpretation . 
(0-2 
pts) 
 

Displays a 
somewhat 
limited 
understanding of 
the book. May 
have a few 
misinterpretations
. 

Shows an 
understanding 
of the major 
themes of 
the book 

Shows a 
sophisticated 
understanding of 
the 
themes in the 
work 


