
 

WESTMARK GALA 2017 SOLICITATION GUIDE 
 

What We Want!  
 

 Gift certificates for local restaurants, spas, stores, with a minimum face value of $50 
(no 1st time promotional visits to gyms, yoga studios or Pilates studios please) 

 Local vacation items: hotel stays or use of a vacation property (Southern California). At 
least two nights preferred. 

 Destination vacation items.  
 Travel certificates: airline tickets, cruise tickets 
 Electronic items such as Beats Headphones, iPods, Fitbits, Apple Watches, small 
TV’s, X-box, Playstation, Nintendo etc. 

 Television show or theme park tickets (e.g., Ellen, Disneyland, etc.) 
 Concert tickets (Hollywood Bowl, Staples Center etc.) 
 Sports tickets for local teams 
 Unique entertainment experiences such as a television show taping with a back stage 
tour, a walk on appearance or cast photo/autograph, meeting a celebrity, studio tour, 
etc. 

 Parent-hosted parties or activities (dinner parties, scotch tasting, poker night, or family 
parties like roller-skating or Color Me Mine etc.) 

What to Look for in Donations 
 

 Complete donations, not discounts or consignment gifts, and try to avoid restrictions. 
No passes for 1st time users to gyms, yoga studios etc. 

 Look for items diverse in nature but universal in appeal 
 $50 minimum value per item 
 

How to Ask 
 Approach businesses you know and like (and have a relationship with) – highlight that 
relationship to the business owner and why you believe Westmark would be a great 
place to promote their services/products. Be enthusiastic and positive and indicate 
why you are involved. 

 Don’t solicit through a secondary person (approach the owner – don’t try to leave a 
message with an associate who will not do as good a job as you will in person). 

 Start high in terms of what you are asking for (you can always move lower) 
 Follow-up, follow-up, follow-up 
 Have a question or need help? Contact Bria Verdugo-Uy at  
bverdugo-uy@westmarkschool.org 
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Corporate Sponsorships and Donations - $1500 and Up 

We would like to increase the number of corporate sponsors this year.  We are looking for a 
personal relationship to open the door.  As we reach out to the community if you come across 
anyone with a personal relationship with a business that may be a good prospect for a 
corporate sponsorship, please contact or call Nancy Nichols, Director of 
Advancement/Development at 818-986-5045, x316 or nnichols@westmarkschool.org.  
Together you will devise a plan of approach.  

 

SOLICITATION TALKING POINTS 
The Benefits of Donating to Westmark!  

 
 Promotes amazing exposure for a business by raising awareness and goodwill among 
Westmark staff and parent body. Westmark is made up of approximately 200 families 
from over 60 zip codes (see attached map) throughout Los Angeles. Over 250 
parents, alumni, and their families and friends will attend our Gala.  Many of the 
parents are prominent business owners, notable artists, filmmakers, media 
personalities, top level executives, professionals, and prolific entrepreneurs 
representing a cross-section of highly targeted industries ranging from finance, 
banking, technology, entertainment, real estate, medicine and law.  

 
 Westmark is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization, Tax ID#: 95-461664.  All donations 
are tax deductible per IRS regulations. If someone needs a special receipt let us know. 
 

 Westmark is unique in the world of independent schools because we are the premier 
school in southern California for students with language-based learning differences.  
Over 95% of Westmark graduates are accepted into and attend collage, and a large 
percentage of those graduates receive merit scholarship funds.  The money raised 
through donations and sponsorships will support:  

 Financial Aid 
 Athletics Program  
 The Arts Program (Theatre, Digital, Visual) 
 Educational Programs (such as Eye to Eye, WestLAB, etc.) 

 
 Our silent auction donations will be promoted through our on line catalogue and 
signage at the silent auction. 

 
 Corporate Sponsorship will be further promoted through:  

 Gratitude postings on monitors during the silent auction 
 Announcements from the event stage recognizing sponsors 
 Listing of support in our weekly “This Week at Westmark” newsletter 
 Recognition on the school web site 
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Some Last Words 
 

 Be passionate about Westmark and enthusiastic about the need to raise funds 
by collecting donations.  

 PLEASE make sure all donation forms are filled out completely and correctly. 
 Donation forms and Donations must be turned in together!  
 Thank you for all your efforts!! 

 


